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Erika Verzutti works with papier-méché, bronze, plaster, concrete, wax,
acrylic and oil paint, occupying the meeting place of painting and
sculpture, in a comprehensive and omnivorous practice. Her forms can
spring from eggs, animals, fruits and vegetables, as well as from an
empirical manual molding process. The surfaces of her sculptures are
frequently rugged, scratched, furrowed and cut up. Her process
interplays between material properties and symbolic overtones,
reprocessing both modernist sculpture and vernacular construction.
Verzutti connects an archaeological temporality within a contemporary
rhythm, like an infinite scroll, through her tactile work that shelters
disparate elements with no desire to hierarchize. The allusions created
by Verzutti’s sculptures resonate between the constructed figures and
the cultural references that their contours and silhouettes evoke.

In Diet (2017) the repetitive placement of wax-covered, bronze-cast
melon and banana shapes on a vertical axis playfully quotes and
reimagines the Brancusian infinite column. The white-out finish on each
“fruit” simultaneously homogenizes their surfaces and emphasizes the
specificity of each of their silhouettes. Through a mischievous use of
gender codes in objects, the artist ushers in a subtle interplay between
masculine and feminine forms.
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