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Antonio Tarsis adopts the reprocessing of mundane objects as a
compositional and critical tactic. Matchboxes, fruit crates and fragments
of charcoal are examples of elements whose fragility and disposable
character Tarsis exploits as visible registers of time’s effects. Such
objects become entangled in a web of social and material meanings that
open up other layers of interpretative and sensorial possibilities to this
existing visual trope. Tarsis is interested in the cultural meanings
attached to these elements, as much as he is drawn to its formal
qualities. From the outset, the artist has tirelessly investigated and
tested ways of pushing certain properties of the material in order to
create extremely intricate compositions that combine rigour and
improvisation.

In these two new pieces (2024), Tarsis expands upon the visual
repertoire of his abstract assemblages, unfolding the textural and
chromatic properties of matchboxes into new territories. The industrial
application of color on common wood is recontextualized as a pictorial
framework, which sometimes leads to quasi-landscapes, sometimes to
serial grids. A latent flammable potential, however, unsettles the
meticulous manual labor behind each composition.
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Sem titulo | Untitled, 2024

Matchboxes, wood and paper [Caixas de fosforos, madeira e papel]
Framed [Emoldurada]: 49 x 51 cm [19.2 x 20 in]
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Detail [Detalhe]
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Matches [Fosforos]

Framed [Emoldurada]: 38 x 42 cm [15 x 16.5in]
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