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In her project The black trans ladies Tadaskia reimagines the
transgender flag through watercolor drawings transferred onto
waving banners on flagpoles at Claraplatz. The project,
composed of flags with figures set against white, blue, and pink
colored backgrounds, celebrates what the artist calls the journey
of Black trans women through the cosmos. Tadaskia’s signature
style of drawing in rich colors on paper and directly onto
museum walls is in part inspired by her Afro-Indigenous mother
and aunt’s assertion that color is life. Her drawings are
transferred here for the first time onto flags, utilizing their
poetical-political symbolism and their use as affirmative
declarations in public parades and promenades.

Merging mysticism, figuration, and abstraction, Tadaskia’s
figures extend braids and medusa-like branches, conveying a
sense of limitless augmentation that privileges transitive,
metamorphic configurations over rigid delimitations. The figures
are in communion with one another as they journey through an
ever-expanding solar system, collisions of galaxies, amorphous
clusters of color and matter, and the spiraling motions of a
shifting cosmos.
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[Impresséao digital sobre tecido]
10 flags [bandeiras]

200 x 200 cm each

Edition of [Edicdo de] 3 + 2 AP
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Tadaskia

Rio de Janeiro, Brasil, 1993

The different offshoots of Tadaskia’s work share a
throughline in her affinity with drawing. Simultaneously
markings and erasures, her traces in dry pastels, colored
pencil, pen or nail polish create graphic tangles that evoke
fluttering beings without turning them recognizable. The torn
edges of her paper supports lend a sense of continuity, like
an unbound book with its pages gaining the environing
space. Her wooden sculptures are akin to screens that,
without separating spaces, are crossed through with poles
that render them porous. This is a dance between revelation
and concealment. The interaction between pictorial content
and writing, common to so much of her work, produces
resonance between the image and the written word while
ushering in ambiguities that make fixed meaning impossible.
In videos and photographs that Tadaskia calls “apparitions”,
actions of disguising and transforming the depicted bodies
place domestic and familiar environments in unrest.
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