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Over the last twenty years, Jodo Maria Gusmé&o (Lisbon, 1979) has
developed an enigmatic and complex set of practices and meta-
practices ranging from experimental film to photography, encompassing
sculpture and drawing, and extending to literature, exhibition curating
and publishing. Gusmao’s research stands at the crossroads between a
metaphysical reflection on the aesthetics of photography and early
cinema, a conceptual examination of the analogue medium, the revival
of certain Modernist experiments within literature and particular
currents in contemporary philosophy (transcendental materialism and
speculative realism). Hinging on a “mental experience” of time/image,
his work attempts to stimulate a remote awareness in the observer both
in discursive terms, reflecting on the conditions of visibility and
phenomenological experience, questioning our modes of existence and
the representation of the world.

In his new works, Gusmao warps the physical limits of his materials, in a
cross-media investigation of marbling effects. In Marble 05, Marble 06
and Marble 07 (2024) he employs the chemigram technique - in which
chemicals are applied to light sensitive paper — to produce washes of
color and texture that recall floating fumes or microscopic views of
organic matter. In Mdrmore marmoreado (2024), the artist creates a
tautological object, a “marbled piece of marble”. This solid, 780 pound
block of Creme Pardais, quarried in Portugal, is covered in vivid,
artificial pools of color, mingling natural constitutions with technical
tampering.
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JOAO MARIA GUSMAO

Marble06, 2023

Chemigram on glossy paper mounted on metal frame

[Quimigrama sobre papel fotografico montado em moldura de metal]
75x 65 cm [29.5 x 25.5 in] | Framed [Emoldurada]

Unica [Unique]



JOAO MARIA GUSMAO

Marble05, 2023

Chemigram on glossy paper mounted on metal frame

[Quimigrama sobre papel fotografico montado em moldura de metal]
75x 65 cm [29.5 x 25.5 in] | Framed [Emoldurada]

Unica [Unique]



JOAO MARIA GUSMAO
Marble05, 2023
Detail [Detalhe]



JOAO MARIA GUSMAO

Marble08, 2023

Chemigram on glossy paper mounted on metal frame

[Quimigrama sobre papel fotografico montado em moldura de metal]
75x 65 cm [29.5 x 25.5 in] | Framed [Emoldurada]

Unica [Unique]



JOAO MARIA GUSMAO
Marble08, 2023



JOAO MARIA GUSMAO

Marble07,2023

Chemigram on glossy paper mounted on metal frame

[Quimigrama sobre papel fotografico montado em moldura de metal]
75 x 65 cm [29.5 x 25.5 in] | Framed [Emoldurada]

Unica [Unique]



JOAO MARIA GUSMAO
Marble07,2023
Detail [Detalhe]



JOAO MARIA GUSMAO

Marmore marmoreado, 2023

Painted Pardais Marble [Marmore Pardais pintado]
56 x71x37cm[22 x 28 x 14.5in]

Unica [Unique]





