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Erika Verzutti sculpts in papier maché, bronze, plaster, concrete
and wax. The forms she composes from these materials combine
eggs, animals, fruits and vegetables. The surfaces of her
sculptures are wrinkled, scratched, dug out and cut up, imposing
the artist's notations on the recognizable forms she
reassembles. Verzutti's oeuvre does not rest on a binary
opposition between form and matter, where the former is an
active process exerted upon the latter, an inert material. Her
practice uncovers an exchange between material properties and
symbolic potential, a source of the ambiguity that many critics
find in her forms — remitting as much to pre-Colombian statuary
as to Brancusi’s totems. The network of allusion created by the
artist’s sculptures creates a resonance between the constructed
figures and the cultural references evoked by their shapes and
silhouettes.

Tarsila With River (2022) comprehends key elements for Verzutti
both in its form and conceptualization. The artist produced the
composition in clay, vertically pulling up a narrow, arching form
that she then cast so that it appears to both cradle and overlook
a watermelon in line with her practice of casting fruits and
vegetables, using the shapes as ambiguous presences. The odd,
snake-like form of Tarsila with River has been a recurring motif in
the artist’s work since 2003, and she has described it as a swan,
a dinosaur, a phallus or a vegetable. In the case of this work and
its title, Verzutti draws a direct parallel between this shape and
the work of Brazilian modernist painter Tarsila do Amaral.
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