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Dakar, Senegal, 1965

Pélagie Gbaguidi articulates the social and symbolic undercurrents of
colonial and postcolonial legacies, processing the signifiers of trauma
through materially embodied images. In her paintings and drawings,
the artist produces a choreography of blurred, vivid pigments, in
which space is disputed by superimposed silhouettes and bodies.
The violent clashes between abstract demarcation and figurative
reference replicate a tension between recognition and estrangement.
The artist describes herself as a contemporary griot — a West-African
storyteller, redefining the dimension of orality in traditional heritage
through her own approach to plasticity. Gbaguidi often alludes to
overlooked stories, ridding them of simplifications and archetypes
produced by so-called official historiography.

For Quel est le sens de la vie sur terre et la fabrique de la
conscience (2024) Gbaguidi directed her gaze at a tapestry in Angers
that depicted the Apocalypse. In dialog with the textile piece, the
artist paints over swaths of canvas and gives form to a fragmentary
constellation of marginal scenes linked together like fragmentary
memories of bodies and matter. The work unfolds as an imaginary
space that questions the future of the world through a reconstruction
of the past.

Pélagie Gbaguidi has an upcoming solo show at Musée d’art
contemporain de la Haute-Vienne - Chéateau de Rochechouart in

France, titled Murmurations. Opening June 29th.
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PELAGIE GBAGUIDI

Quel est le sens de la vie sur terre et la fabrique de la conscience, 2024

Pigment on canvas, oil stick [Pigmento sobre tela, bastao de dleo]

Polyptych of [Poliptico de] 5

In this installation, approximately [Nesta montagem, aproximadamente]: 200 x 300 cm [78.7 x 118.1 in]
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Quel est le sens de la vie sur terre et la fabrique de la conscience, 2024



PELAGIE GBAGUIDI

incandescence, 2024

Pigmento sobre tela [Pigment on canvas]

102 x 156 cm [40.15 x 61.41 in]

EUR 47,000 + applicable taxes [taxas aplicaveis]
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