Gabriel Chaile




Gabriel Chaile

Tucuman, Argentina, 1985

Gabriel Chaile creates sculptures and installations on a public scale,
mainly from mud and adobe, materials charged with collective symbolic
and ritual dimensions that the artist synthesizes in his visual
anthropology. His works process the imagery and technical as well as
formal repertoires of indigenous cosmologies in Northeastern Argentina.
Collaboration is key for Chaile, in exchanges through cooking and food
where he draws his practice near to wide-ranging articulations with
migrant collectives, peripheral communities and political frontiers.

In Falsa Piedra (2024), Gabriel Chaile cites the totemic silhouettes of
ancient stone sculptures. In Chaile’s work, however, chiseling gives way
to Adobe techniques, shifting between vernacular, pre-modern modes of
making and addressing the transhistorical genealogy of forms throughout
time. The vaguely anthropomorphic volume reveals enigmatic glyphs on
one of its faces, echoing archaeological inscriptions.
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Falsa Piedra, 2024

Adobe brick and metallic structure
[Adobe e estrutura metaélica]

150 x 87 x76 c¢m [60 x 34 x 30 in]
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